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Estimation of Corn Yield Loss from Defoliation 

Bill Wiebold, Agronomy 
 

Corn yield loss from defoliation is greatly affected by stage of defoliation. Corn plants can 
recover from extensive leaf area loss if loss occurs before the 12 leaf-collar stage. Use the 
following information with caution. These data estimate yield loss from defoliation only. Be 
careful to observe plants closely. Stem bruising from hail will greatly increase yield loss. 
 

 
 

 
Expected yield loss (% of “normal”) when % of leaf area destroyed is: 
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